
INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHIES 

2019 - 2020 

 
 
 

Tami Caraway - and her husband, Jimmy have been married for nearly 30 years and 

been involved in multiple ministries before coming to Pennsylvania in 2005.  Jimmy is 

the pastor of Christ Bible Church in Cranberry Township.  They are the parents of two 

children, Lara and John, whom they homeschooled from kindergarten through high 

school.  Lara recently graduated from Penn State University (2016) and John is in the US 

Navy.  Tami was a math major in college and has tutored, coached volleyball, and 

enjoyed a full-time career as wife and mother.   

 

Sandra Elena Gómez Gil Contreras - I am from Toluca Mexico, a city very close 

to Mexico City. In 2006 I graduated with a degree in Graphics Design.  I was the owner 

of FasTracKids, a school that taught social skills for children 6 months to 12 years.  I was 

an instructor and supervisor for 7 years, to approximately 70 children. My husband and I 

moved to Pennsylvania in 2012. We have 3 children: Ray who is 10, Ian who is 3 and 1 

yr old Emma. I understand very well the challenge of learning a new language because I 

moved to the United States with a very basic level of English.  It was through total 

immersion that I have learned the English language since moving here 7 years ago. 

 

Kate Funk - is a homeschooling mom of five children.  She has a degree in Special 

Education from the University of Maryland and has been teaching in a classroom setting 

for many years.  She develops and writes curriculum for her company, Ready-Made 

Preschool.  Kate loves children and teaching and believes that it is important to create a 

positive classroom environment where kids feel valued and special.  She also believes it 

is important to instill a love of learning early on. 

 

Wendy V. Gallagher - graduated magna cum laude with a B.S. in Finance from 

Youngstown State University and received her J.D. from the University of Akron School 

of Law.  She is licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 

Gallagher practiced law for twenty-three years in both public and private practice.  She 

spent sixteen years with the Adoption Legal Unit of Children, Youth and Families in 

Allegheny County, and has practiced extensively in Common Pleas Court and the 

appellate courts in PA.  Mrs. Gallagher and her husband have homeschooled their two 

daughters since Kindergarten.  She has also taught Sunday School for over twenty years 

at New Community Church in Wexford. 

 

Michelle Groves - graduated from The Pennsylvania State University in 1989 with a 

B.S. in Elementary Education and a minor in Early Childhood.  She began working for 

the Duval County School System, in Florida, in 1989.  She then began work on her 

American Montessori Society Certification that coincided with her M. Ed. classes at 

Jacksonville University and University of Florida. She completed this program in 1993 



with an emphasis on Early Childhood and Reading. Upon returning to the Pittsburgh area 

she taught in Mt. Lebanon for 6 years.  She has been homeschooling her 3 children for 8 

years.  She has enjoyed teaching a variety of classes in co-ops since 2009. 

 

Carrie Hungerman - and her husband Mike have home educated their 4 sons for 

over 20 years. A background education and personal training in Business/Clerical, 

Cosmetology and Liturgical Worship dance, and her passions are home education, history 

and literature.  She loves to read and write poetry, take part in book clubs and has a 

penchant for scrabble. A voracious reader, she enjoys reading aloud and having 

discussions about themes, our Christian world view and how a story can relate to our 

lives. She has taught several poetry and read aloud classes with historical fiction, 

vocabulary and discussion activities as part of the curriculum. Carrie enjoys teaching 

literature and instilling a love of reading to her students. 

 

Winkie Ilic - Winkie Ilic (a.k.a. Miss Winkie) has been teaching various courses in the 

homeschool community for the past eight years.  She has an M.A. in Modern Foreign 

Languages (German and Russian) and has taught at the University of Tennessee for 

several years (German and International Management) and was the key leader for the 

Executive MBA study tour to Moscow and Warsaw.   She has worked for several 

international corporations, and has provided cross-cultural training for corporate clients.  

She established and managed offices for American Councils for International Education 

(a non-government organization based in Washington, D.C.) in Serbia, Montenegro, 

Macedonia and Bosnia.  She has lived in Germany, Belgium and Serbia.  Cross-cultural 

awareness is one of her favorite subjects to teach. 

 

Jenny Lafferty - Jenny received a bachelor's degree in Plant and Soil Science in 

1995. She then pursued a Bible degree. She worked over 10 years in agricultural research 

while working toward her masters degree in agricultural education.   Later her husband 

and her became adoptive parents of an eight year old. Shortly after, their family began 

their homeschool journey. Over the course of 10 years, God added 5 biological kids to 

their family. They have homeschooled for 14 years and are presently doing so.  She has a 

picture that reminds her… “Children are our future. We must teach them well.” One of 

her top educational goals is to encourage children's natural love of learning, which can 

lead them their whole life.  

 

Miranda Larson - received her B.S. in Biology from Grove city College and her  

M.S. in Biology from Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU).  Mrs. Larson taught 

general Biology Laboratories and tutored Biology students at VCU for three years.  She 

has spent the last eight years teaching introductory Biology, Environmental Science, and 

Life Science courses at the Community College of Allegheny County - North Campus.  

Additionally, Mrs. Larson worked for an environmental consulting firm and has 

experience with field experimentation and project permitting.     She and her family live 

in Gibsonia and are actively involved at Advance Community Church.   

 

 



Connie Li - and her husband Michael immigrated from China 14 years ago and they 

have three children.  Connie earned her Ph.D. in Material Science, from the Chemistry 

Department of Indiana University, Bloomington in 2010 (we are Hoosiers!).  After that, 

she did another year of post-doctoral training in brain cancer research at the University of 

Chicago Hospital.  Connie is right now a full-time mom and by God’s grace, she is 

entering her sixth-year of her homeschool journey.  She has taught a number of 

undergraduate-level chemistry lecture/lab courses during her doctoral program.  She also 

has tutored middle/high school students on various science subjects.  Teaching is always 

a passion of hers.  In her spare time, Connie enjoys playing piano and sports.  She loves 

spending time with her family and church friends. 

 

Pastor Norb Levesque - Pastor Norb was born June 10, 1967 in Fall River, MA.  He 

graduated from Boston Baptist College in 1997 and is currently enrolled in Trinity 

College and Seminary for post graduate work.  Pastor Norb has served as a youth pastor 

from 1995 through 2000 at both Third Baptist Church in Fall River, MA, and Rolling 

Hills Baptist Church in Penn Hills, PA.  He then served as a senior pastor at hillside Bible 

Baptist Church in Dighton, MA from 2001 through 2006.  He is currently serving at 

Woodland Valley Church in Mars, PA and has been there since 2007.  Pastor Norb lives 

in Butler, PA with his wife Angela and three children. 

 

Suzanne McCarthy - For the past 20 years Suzanne had owned and operated her 

home-based business, Suzanne the Tutor. She’s worked to make students as successful as 

they can possibly be in their classrooms as well as in their Homeschool environments. 

She teaches academic courses as diverse as SAT Preparation and English-as-a Second 

Language, but works primarily to help students strengthen their Reading, Writing and 

Math skills at all academic levels. Suzanne periodically teaches groups and classes, 

especially SAT Prep. She’s been involved with the Homeschool community for the past 

12 years. Suzanne has a BSEd in Education from the University of Delaware, and 

Pennsylvania Teacher Certification. She lives in Gibsonia with her husband Dan, has 3 

adult daughters, and 4 little grandchildren. 

 

 
 

 


